
STARTING A CREATIVE DEGREE: WHAT TO EXPECT 

A quick guide for students beginning degrees in Art and 
Communication/Graphic Design 

 
1. A Different Way of Learning 
Creative degrees are not like traditional academic 
subjects. Instead of lectures and exams, you'll learn through doing—
making, experimenting, testing, and reflecting. You'll be encouraged to ask 
your own questions, develop your own ideas, and find your own style. 

 
2. Academic vs. Creative Degrees 
Academic Degree Creative Degree 

Learn from reading and lectures Learn through making and doing 

Write essays Build a portfolio 
Clear answers and outcomes Open-ended exploration 

Structured and linear Fluid and often self-directed 

Exam-based assessment Project-based, with critiques 
 

3. How You’ll Be Assessed 
• Your creative process matters as much as your final work 
• You’ll be expected to reflect on your ideas, research, and decisions 
• Critiques are part of the learning—expect to explain your work and 

receive feedback from tutors and peers 
• There is no “right” answer, but your work should be purposeful and 

well considered 
 

4. What You’ll Learn 
• How to generate and develop creative ideas 
• How to communicate visually and effectively 
• How to experiment, take risks, and work independently 
• How to build a portfolio that represents your abilities and thinking 
• How to give and receive feedback as part of your development 

 
5. Art vs. Graphic Design 
 
Art 

• Focus on personal expression and materials 
• Wide range of media (e.g. drawing, installation, sculpture) 
• Theory is integrated through making 



• More conceptual and open in structure 
 

Graphic Design / Communication Design 
• Focus on communicating ideas clearly to an audience 
• Skills in layout, typography, branding, digital tools 
• Projects often relate to real-world briefs and communication 

problems 
• Strong emphasis on design thinking and practical outcomes 

 
6. Final Tips 

• Expect to feel uncertain at times—that’s part of the process 
• Your curiosity, resilience, and openness will matter more than 

perfection 
• Ask questions, try new things, document your journey 
• Your portfolio will grow with you—use every project as a stepping 

stone 
 


